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SUBJ: CALL ON PRESIDENT LAKAS 

1. AT THE END OF THE CREDENTIALS CEREMONY YESTERDAY 
PRESIDENT LAKAS ASKED ME TO RETURN FOR A "QUIET TALK." 

I THEREFORE DROVE AROUND SEVERAL BLOCKS AND RETURNED 
TO THE PRESIDENCY. THE PRESIDENT RECEIVED ME IN HIS 
PERSONAL SUITE. HE WAS IN SHIRT SLEEVES. ALSO 
PRESENT WAS VICE FOREIGN MINISTER OZORES. THE 
CONVERSATION WAS RELAXED, WARM, INFORMAL AND 
NON-SUBSTANTIVE. LAKAS TALKED AT LENGTH ABOUT HIS FAMILY 
BACKGROUND, HIS EDUCATION, AND HIS GENERAL OUTLOOK ON 
PEOPLE IN THE WORLD. 

2. THE PRESIDENT WAS VERY OPEN AND CANDID AND THE 
CONVERSATION PROVIDED ME WITH AN INSIGHT INTO HIS 
CHARACTER AND ATTITUDES. BUT I AM SURE IT ADDS NOTHING 
NEW TO BASIC INFORMATION ALREADY AVAILABLE THERE. 
INCIDENTALLY, HE DID SAY THAT HIS PLANNED TRIP TO 
TWAIWAN HAD BEEN "CANCELED." HE IMPLIED THAT THIS 
DECISION WAS NOT A WELCOME ONE TO HIM. 
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